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I.
Hopkinsville Community College Mission Statement
HCC is a member of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System and is a public two-year
degree granting institution serving the South Central Region of Kentucky including Ft. Campbell.
HCC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
to award the associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Hopkinsville
Community College.
Note: The Commission is to be contacted only if there is evidence that appears to support an institution’s
significant non-compliance with a requirement or standard.
Approved by the KCTCS Board of Regents
December 2009
Vision
The Commonwealth’s premier community college, strengthening community and challenging students to
maximize their potential.
Values












Open access balanced with excellence
Student success
Education and lifelong learning
Stewardship of human, fiscal, capital and environmental resources
Integrity
Community engagement
Leadership
Personal responsibility
Continuous improvement and responsiveness to change
Inclusion and multiculturalism
Partnership with the military community

II.

Philosophy

Practical nurses are integral members of the health care system, prepared to provide nursing care and
health promotion activities to individuals across the life span in various health care settings under the
direction of the registered nurse, physician, and /or dentist.
The statement of philosophy and the objectives of the program are consistent with the philosophy and
objectives of the governing institution.
The faculty believes:
NURSING is an art and science that assists individuals across the life span with health promotion
activities. Inherent to nursing are continued practice, education, and growth.
Practical nursing is administered by KCTCS with joint emphasis on didactic and clinical instruction. The
practical nurse is prepared to assist with health promotion and to provide nursing care to individuals
across the life span utilizing interpersonal communication skills and the nursing process. Practical
Nursing Education emphasizes the need for ongoing development of nursing knowledge and skills.
LEARNING is a life long process that produces change in behavior. This process enables the individual
to become a productive, responsible member of an ever-changing society. We believe that learning
proceeds from simple to complex and is enhanced through stimulation of the senses.
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The INDIVIDUAL is a unique, holistic being worthy of dignity with right to self-determination. The
individual has functional health patterns, based on basic human needs across the life span, with rights and
responsibilities in relation to self, family, and social groups.
HEALTH is a fundamental right of the individual.
ENVIRONMENT encompasses the interaction of biological, social, and physical components which
influence health.

III.

Graduate Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the program, the graduate can:
1.
Assume the role of a competent, caring practical nurse in a variety of health care settings under
the direct supervision of a registered nurse, licensed physician, or dentist.
2.
Use the human caring phenomena and the nursing process in providing nursing care.
3.
Demonstrate self-direction and responsibility for maintaining nursing competence by pursuing
personal and profession development.
4.
Communicate effectively with all members of the health care team.
5.
Demonstrate accountability of practice with adherence to ethical and legal standards of the
profession.
IV.
Eligibility
Enrollment in the Practical Nursing Program may be limited because of available laboratory facilities in
the community, as well as limited faculty and financial resources.
A. Technical Standards
Nursing at the technical level involves the provision of direct care for individuals and is characterized
by the application of verified knowledge in the skilled performance of nursing functions. All students
should possess:
1. Sufficient visual acuity, such as is needed in preparation and administration of medications, and
for the observation necessary for patient assessment and nursing care;
2. Sufficient auditory perception to receive verbal communication from patients and members of the
health team and to assess health needs of people through the use of monitoring devices such as
cardiac monitors, stethoscopes, IV infusion pumps, Doptones, fire alarms, etc.;
3. Sufficient gross and fine motor coordination to respond promptly and to implement the skills,
including the manipulation of equipment required in meeting health needs;
4. Sufficient communication skills (speech, reading, writing) to interact with individuals and to
communicate their needs promptly and effectively, as may be necessary in the individual’s
interest;
5. Sufficient intellectual and emotional functions to plan and implement care for individuals;
6. the ability to lift and/or move up to 50 pounds and;
7. the ability to be up on feet for 8 – 12 hour clinicals.
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V.
Commitment
The Practical Nursing Program is a vigorous and intensive program of study. Any student wishing to be
successful in the program must be prepared to invest the time needed for adequate study and preparation.
Study outside of class is required. Each student needs good support at home. For most students, a major
adjustment in their lives is required. Working, time management, childcare, and financial concerns are
factors that affect the student’s success. The nursing faculty urge students to plan well for this intensive
time of study.

VI.

Nursing Program Admission Requirements

Acceptance into the Practical Nursing program is based upon a selective admission process. In
order to be considered for admission, you must comply with college and program admission
requirements by the nursing application deadline: May 15, 2015.
The following must be completed before the nursing application deadline:
 Submit an application to Hopkinsville Community College to the Admissions Office. All
college admission requirements must be met.
 Submit high school transcript or GED score sheet to the Admissions Office
 Submit other official college transcripts to the Office of the Registrar for evaluation.
 Submit official ACT scores to the Admissions Office. Register at www.actstudent.org.
o Minimum acceptable score is a composite of 18.
o The writing portion of the ACT is not required for the nursing program.
o NOTE: KCTCS Senate requires results of the ACT regardless of previous
degrees and/or credit hours earned.
 Attend a Pre-Admission Nursing Conference (PAC) and submit a nursing admission
application. The dates and times can be found on the PAX-PN and PAC information
sheet.
 Completion of the National League for Nursing’s Pre-Admission Exam PN Version
(PAX-PN) or PAX-RN with a composite percentile score of 50 or higher.
o A student will be eligible to retake the PAX every six (6) months.
o PAX scores expire after 3 years.
o The dates and times can be found on the PAX-PN and PAC information sheet.
o Register for exam at www.nlnonlinetesting.org.
 Completion of the following prerequisites or equivalent courses transferred from another
college no later than the deadline for admission:
o BIO137 (Anatomy & Physiology I)
o BIO139 (Anatomy & Physiology II)
o PSY110 (General Psychology)
o PSY223 (Developmental Psychology)
o Student must earn a “C” or higher in all pre-requisites, co-requisites, and nursing
courses to progress in the program.
 Proof of active status on a state Nurse Aide Registry


It is the student’s responsibility to keep informed of current admission guidelines. The
student must be responsible for the status of his/her own nursing file.



Each NPN course is a pre-requisite for the following semester of NPN courses and must
be taken in the sequence listed.



The Kentucky Board of Nursing may deny licensure to a nursing graduate who has been
convicted of a misdemeanor or felony that involves acts that bear directly on the
qualifications of the graduate to practice. For more information, go to www.kbn.ky.gov.
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VII.

Selection Process

Admission will be granted to the students who have:
1. submitted all admission materials by May 15, 2015.
2. met all the application and evaluation procedure requirements.
3. the highest PAX-PN or PAX-RN composite percentile score.

VIII.

Admission Procedure

Only students with completed files will be considered for admission to the program.
A. On the basis of the PAX-PN composite percentile score, the Nursing Admissions Committee
recommends to the Academic Dean the names of those who will be admitted to the nursing
program.
B. Applicants will be notified in writing if they have or have not been selected for enrollment in
the nursing program. No selection information will be available by phone.
C. A waiting list may also be selected. Applicants on the waiting list may be admitted to fill
positions vacated by admitted students. The waiting list is only used for the current admission
cycle. The waiting list does not carry to the next admission cycle.
D. In the event a tie should occur in relation to PAX scores, preference may be given to the
student with the highest ACT and GPA generated from the program curriculum pre-requisite
courses.

IX.

Reapplication Policy

If an applicant is not accepted into the program and wishes to reapply, he/she must attend a pre-admission
conference for the desired admission cycle to be reconsidered. All program enrollment requirements must
be satisfied for the desired year of application. These materials must be submitted by October 15, 2013.
X.
Readmission Policy
A student may be readmitted to the Practical Nursing Program one time. If a student has failed or
withdrawn from the PN program and wishes to reapply, he/she must submit a written request to the
Nursing Coordinator and meet current admission guidelines. The student must furnish sufficient evidence
of remedial study, additional preparation or resolution of factors contributing to unsuccessful course
completion. Each applicant must have a nursing faculty member submit a letter of recommendation. If
more than three years have elapsed since initial enrollment in the first nursing course of any practical
nursing program, an applicant must repeat all nursing courses.
XI.
Transfer Policy
Applicants who wish to transfer from one Community College Nursing Program or other nursing
programs must:
 meet all admission requirements of HCC and the PN Program;
 submit a letter to the Coordinator of the PN Nursing Program, stating anticipated entry date
and reason for transfer to the HCC nursing department;
 submit course documents (i.e. course syllabus, calendar, etc.) showing the content covered for
each nursing course completed.
Mail the transfer documents to the PN Program Coordinator, P.O. Box 2100, Hopkinsville, KY 42241
If more than three years have elapsed since initial enrollment in the first nursing course in any nursing
program, an applicant must repeat all nursing courses.
Acceptance of any transfer student will be dependent upon available resources.
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XII.
Placement Test (COMPASS)
All first time full-time students must take a placement test (COMPASS) before enrollment in classes at
HCC. COMPASS scores may require some students to take remedial courses prior to enrolling in collegelevel courses. Many students find that they must take two or three semesters of math, reading, and/or
English.
This test is scheduled at the Hopkinsville Community College Counseling and Assessment Center located
in the Technology Center. Students are encouraged to review prior to testing and to give their best
performance on the test. Test results may affect your enrollment. Testing information is available at 270707-3820. There is no fee for the COMPASS test.

XIII. Math Pre-Requisite Notice
Students interested in beginning in the PN program are encouraged College Algebra (MAT150). The prerequisite for MAT150 is Technical Algebra and Trigonometry (MAT126). Students may be required to
take additional pre-requisites depending upon their COMPASS scores.

XIV. Americans with Disabilities Act/Discrimination
Any physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities is a
disability. Any student with a physical or mental impairment must contact the Chief Student Affairs
Office and Peggy Bozarth, Nursing Program Coordinator.
Hopkinsville Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age, religion, and marital status in admission to vocational programs or access to or treatment
or employment in accordance with Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, and ADA Act. For more information
contact Dr. Jason Warren, Chief Student Affairs Officer or by mail at Hopkinsville Community College,
P.O. Box 2100, Hopkinsville, KY 42241-2100.
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XV.
Expenses & Financial Assistance
Financial assistance is available in the form of scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study. Information
on financial assistance can be found on the college website and at www.kbn.ky.gov/education.
In addition to tuition costs, nursing students are responsible for supplemental expenses such as:
transportation to various clinical facilities, purchase of professional liability insurance, textbooks, blood
tests, uniforms, etc.
Anticipated Additional Expenses not including tuition:
1. Professional Liability Insurance: $20 per year ($40)
2. Uniforms and lab coat: $150
3. White shoes, hose/socks, watch with second hand, stethoscope, goggles, and bandage scissors: $150
4. Books: $850
5. Travel to school and clinical facilities: $200 per year ($400)
6. Nursing lab supply kit: $100 per year ($200)
7. Verified Credentials background check: $50 per year ($100)
8. Drug Screen: $50 per year ($100)
9. Blood tests: $200
10. CPR Training: $50 per year ($100)
11. Nursing pin (optional): $80-480
12. NCLEX Exam: $200
13. Licensure Fee (Varies by state): $110
Note: All fees are approximate and subject to change without notice.
After acceptance for admission, students are required to:
o Provide documentation of results of these lab tests:
 Tuberculosis Skin Test
 Varicella
 Rubella titer
 Rubeola titer
o Provide proof of immunity to Hepatitis B and tetanus.
o Provide proof of health insurance.
o Show proof of completing American Heart Association BLS for Healthcare
Professionals.

XVI. National Council of Licensure Examination
Upon completion of the academic requirements for the Diploma in Practical Nursing, the student is
eligible to apply to write the NCLEX-PN providing the terms of eligibility are met for the state in which
the student plans to test.
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XVII. Program Criminal Background Check and Drug Screen Policies
The Nursing Programs in the Allied Health Division at Hopkinsville Community College requires
students to obtain an annual criminal background check. This is to ensure a safe clinical environment for
both students and the public and to meet the contractual requirements of area healthcare facilities.
Hopkinsville Community College has established an acceptable screening procedure. Students who fail
to submit a background check cannot complete or maintain enrollment in any Hopkinsville Community
College health program.
If a facility requires additional criminal background checks it will be the responsibility of the student to
obtain the check and have the information sent to the facility.
Because we are a Health Care Industry provider and both the general public and our clinical facilities
expect and require drug free students/employees, ALL STUDENTS will be required to submit an annual
nine panel drug screening test.
If a facility requires additional drug screening it will be the responsibility of the student to obtain the
screening and have the information sent to the facility.
XVIII. Crime Conviction Guidelines
Students that have been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor must submit documentation to the board of
nursing in the state of desired application. Contact the board of nursing at least six months prior to
graduation. You may want to contact the board of nursing before beginning the program of nursing. The
state board of nursing has the final decision to allow students to take the NCLEX. The state board of
nursing also has the right to deny any applicant authorization to sit for the NCLEX. This process should
be taken seriously!
Listed below are the actual crime conviction guidelines:
(1) Pursuant to KRS 314.091(1)(b), a conviction of a felony or misdemeanor shall be considered
as bearing directly on the qualifications or ability of an applicant to practice nursing if the
conviction involved:
(a) Dishonesty;
(b) Substance abuse;
(c) Sexual offenses;
(d) Breach of trust;
(e) Danger to the public safety;
(f) Physical harm; or
(g) Endangerment.
(2) A felony or misdemeanor conviction shall be reviewed to determine whether:
(a) The application shall be processed with no further action;
(b) The application shall be processed only after the applicant has entered into an Agreed
Order with the Board with terms and conditions as agreed to by the parties; or
(c) A Notice to Deny Licensure shall be issued. A Notice to Deny Licensure shall inform the
applicant that he may request a hearing. The request shall be in writing.
(3) A complaint received by the Board alleging a violation of KRS 314.091(1) shall be handled
in the same manner as set forth in subsection 2 of this section.
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XIX.

Curriculum Requirements
CATALOG
NUMBER

COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

Admission Requirements to the Practical Nursing Program
Active status on a state nurse aide registry
137 BIO

Anatomy & Physiology I

4

139 BIO

Anatomy & Physiology II

4

110 PSY

General Psychology

3

223 PSY

Developmental Psychology

3

Active status on a state nurse aide registry
or by completing +NAA100 (Nursing Assistant I) and passing the state nurse aide exam.

Totals

14 - 17

First Semester (Fall 2015)
101 NPN

Nursing Fundamentals

6

111 NPN

Pharmacology

3

125 NPN

Mental Health

3

120 AHS

Medical Terminology

1
Semester Totals

13

Second Semester (Spring 2016)
135 NPN

Introduction to Health Deviations

6

202 NPN

Med-Surg Alterations I

6

101 ENG or
181 COM or
252 COM

Writing I or
Basic Public Speaking or
Introduction to Interpersonal Communications
Semester Totals
Third Semester (Fall 2016)

201 NPN

Child Bearing Family

3

206 NPN

Med-Surg Alterations II

6

210 NPN

Practicum

4

215 NPN

Nursing Trends and Issues

1

105 CIT

Introduction to Computers

3
Semester Totals
PROGRAM TOTALS





3
(3)
(3)
15

17
62-65

Computer literacy must be demonstrated either by competency exam or by completing a computer literacy course
prior to graduation. CIT 105 will fulfill this requirement.
You must earn a “C” or higher in all courses required for the PN program.
Students are strongly encouraged to complete MAT 150 prior to beginning the PN Program to enhance success in
nursing courses that introduce and instruct in concepts of dosage calculations and medication administration.

